Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 299 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.151; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.4.
Related literature
For the preparation of the title compound, see: Shilpa & Gowda (2007) . For related structures, see: Gowda et al. (2007 Gowda et al. ( , 2008 Gowda et al. ( , 2009 Experimental Crystal data C 10 H 10 Cl 3 NO M r = 266.54
Monoclinic, P2 1 =c a = 5.9003 (8) Å b = 20.843 (2) Å c = 9.996 (1) Å = 105.53 (1) V = 1184.4 (2) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.75 mm À1 T = 299 K 0.46 Â 0.40 Â 0.30 mm
Data collection
Oxford Diffraction Xcalibur diffractometer with a Sapphire CCD detector Absorption correction: multi-scan (CrysAlis RED; Oxford Diffraction, 2007) T min = 0.726, T max = 0.807 9395 measured reflections 2407 independent reflections 1952 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.015 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.057 wR(F 2 ) = 0.151 S = 1.08 2407 reflections 138 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.96 e Å À3 Á min = À0.88 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2004); cell refinement: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2007) ; data reduction: CrysAlis RED; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009 ); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: BT2926).
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Comment
As part of a study of the effect of ring and side chain substitutions on the crystal structures of aromatic amides 2008; 2009) , the structure of 2,2,2-trichloro-N-(3,4-dimethylphenyl)acetamide has been determined. The conformation of the N-H bond in the title compound is anti to the 3-methyl substituent in the aromatic ring similar to that observed with respect to the 3-chloro substituent in N-(3,4-dichlorophenyl)-2,2,2-trichloroacetamide , but in contrast to the syn conformation observed with respect to the 3-methyl substituent in N- (3,4-dimethylphenyl) acetamide (Gowda et al., 2008) . The conformation of the C=O bond in the structure is anti to the N-H bond similar to that observed in other amides. The amide H atom exhibits both N-H···Cl intramolecular and N-H···O intermolecular hydrogen bonding.
The molecules in (I) are linked into infinite chains through intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonding (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the literature method (Shilpa & Gowda, 2007) . Single crystals were obtained from the slow evaporation of an ethanolic solution.
Refinement
The H atoms were positioned with idealized geometry using a riding model with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å, and were refined with isotropic displacement parameters set to 1.2 times of the U eq of the parent atom. 
